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SCORING SHEET for Reading Comprehension 1 Assessment: 
Kate Shelley Saves the Train 
 
⊗ indicates correct answer. 

It
em

  
Question 

 
Responses 

 
Standard 

 
A 

 
B 

 
C 

 
D 

1 Which picture shows that the 

story takes place long ago? 

B:  
LA.1.RL.3 

 
Ⓐ 

⊗ 

Ⓑ Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. Although barns that look like this might have existed long ago, they also exist today. The text 

does not mention a barn. 
B. Correct. Long ago, before electricity, people used kerosene lamps to light their homes. This is 

the lamp that is beside Kate’s bed in the illustration on page 1. You can tell that it is not a 
modern lamp that uses electricity because the text says, “Wind blew out the lamp by Kate’s bed.” 

C. Bad storms at night occurred long ago, and they still occur today. Bridges that look like the 
illustration on pages 6 and 7 existed long ago and also still exist today. 

D. Although this picture of a train looks like trains from long ago, train accidents still occur today.   
2 Which word best describes 

Kate at the end of the story? 

A:  
LA.1.RL.3 

⊗ 

Ⓐ Ⓑ Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 A. Correct. Kate was brave to help save the train. The text says that she is a hero, and heroes are 
brave. The picture shows Kate being rewarded for her bravery. 

B. Kate was probably scared in the middle of the story. On page 10, the text says, “Kate knew it 
was not safe to cross. She got down on her hands and knees. Strong winds shook the bridge. 
Kate held on tightly.” She was not scared at the end of the story. 

C. Kate may have been hungry at the end of the story, but the text offers no evidence that this is 
true. At the end, the text says that she was “tired, cold, and wet.” 

D. Kate may have been sad at the end of the story, but the text offers no evidence that this is true. 
At the end, the text says that she was “tired, cold, and wet.” 
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3 Which picture shows why the 

writer uses the words “felt 

like needles”? 

A:  
LA.1.RL.4 

⊗ 

Ⓐ Ⓑ Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 A. Correct. The author uses the words “felt like needles” so the reader will use his or her senses. 
On page 6, Kate experiences the sensation through her skin, which lets the reader know these 
words go with the sense of touch or feeling. 

B. The author uses the words “felt like needles” on page 6 so the reader will use his or her 
senses, but the text does not offer any clues to suggest the sense of hearing. 

C. The author uses the words “felt like needles” on page 6 so the reader will use his or her 
senses, but the text does not offer any clues to suggest the sense of taste. 

D. The author uses the words “felt like needles” on page 6 so the reader will use his or her 
senses, but the text does not offer any clues to suggest the sense of smell. 

4 Which picture shows what 

makes the house shake near 

the beginning of the story? 

B:   
LA.1.RL.1 

 
Ⓐ 

⊗ 

Ⓑ Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. This is a picture of a barn with a cow running outside. On page 2, Kate’s mama asks her to 

check the cows. But the cows do not cause the house to shake. 
B. Correct. This is a picture of a bridge breaking. On page 4, Kate’s mama says, “I think the bridge 

fell into Honey Creek!” Later, on page 8, Kate sees that the bridge has, in fact, collapsed. 
C. This is a picture of lightning striking a tree. Although this may have happened during the storm, 

the text offers no clues to indicate that this is what caused the house to shake. 
D. This is a picture of a tree breaking. Although this may have happened during the storm, the text 

offers no clues to indicate that this is what caused the house to shake. 
5 Which picture shows Kate at 

the first bridge? 

C:  

 
 

 
LA.1.RL.7 

 
Ⓐ Ⓑ 

⊗ 

Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. This picture shows Kate in the final scene of the book. She is getting a medal for being brave. 

The text does not connect this scene to the first bridge.  
B. This picture shows what Kate looked like after she saved the train. A station worker wraps a 

blanket around her. The text does not connect this scene to the first bridge. 
C. Correct. This is a picture of Kate near the first bridge on page 6. This is the first illustration of a 

bridge in the book. 
D. This is a picture of Kate crossing the second bridge. The text calls this “the next bridge” so you 

know that it comes after the first bridge. Also, the text describes Kate crossing this bridge on 
her hands and knees, which is what this picture shows.  
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6 Which picture shows Kate 

crossing the second bridge to 

get to the train station? 

D:   
LA.1.RL.7 

⊗ 

Ⓐ 

⊗ 

Ⓑ 

⊗ 

Ⓒ 

⊗ 

Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. This picture shows Kate in the final scene of the book. She is getting a medal for being brave. 

The text does not connect this scene to the second bridge.  
B. This picture shows what Kate looked like after she saved the train. A station worker wraps a 

blanket around her. The text does not connect this scene to the second bridge. 
C. This is a picture of Kate near the first bridge on page 6. This is the first illustration of a bridge in 

the book. 
D. Correct. This is a picture of Kate crossing the second bridge on page 10. The text calls this “the 

next bridge” so you know that it comes after the first bridge. Also, the text describes Kate 
crossing this bridge on her hands and knees, which is what this picture shows. 

7 Which picture shows who is 

telling the story? 

D:  
 

 
LA.1.RL.6 

⊗ 

Ⓐ 

⊗ 

Ⓑ 

⊗ 

Ⓒ 

⊗ 

Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. Kate is the main character of the story, but she does not tell the story. You can tell because 

the author calls her by her name. If Kate were telling the story, sentences like “Kate ran to the 
train station.” would be written “I ran to the train station.” 

B. Mama is a character in the story, but she does not tell the story. You can tell this because the 
author calls her by her name. If Mama were telling the story, the sentence “‘I think the bridge 
fell into Honey Creek!’ said Mama.” would be written “‘I think the bridge fell into Honey 
Creek!’ I said.” 

C. The station master is a character in the story, but he does not tell the story. You can tell this 
because the author calls him by his job title. If the station master were telling the story, the 
sentence “He raced with Kate to the edge of the track.” would be written “I raced with Kate to 
the end of the track.” 

D. Correct. A person who is not a character in the book tells the story. You can tell this because 
the text uses words like “he” or “she,” and not “I” or “we.” This is called “third-person 
narration.” 
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8 Which picture shows how the 

station worker warns the 

train? 

B: 
 

 

 
 

LA.1.RL.1 

 
Ⓐ 

⊗ 

Ⓑ Ⓒ Ⓓ 

 Rationale: 
A. This is a picture of a phone or walkie-talkie. Station workers today may use a phone or walkie-

talkie to warn the trains, but this story takes place in the past. The text does not mention a 
phone or walkie-talkie. 

B. Correct. This is a picture of a lantern. Lanterns were used long ago before electricity and 
batteries were invented. On page 11, both the text and the illustration show that the station 
worker used a lantern to warn the train. 

C. This is a picture of a flashlight. Station workers today may use a flashlight to warn the trains, 
but this story takes place in the past. The text does not mention a flashlight. 

D. This is a picture of a megaphone. Station workers today may use a megaphone to warn the 
trains, but this story takes place in the past. The text does not mention a megaphone. 

 




